Twain s Huckleberry Finn
and Tom Sawyer
TO   THE   MEMORY    OF   FREDERICK    ("POP")    HENLE
MARKTwAiNhas often been made the sport of critical
fashions. During his lifetime he was slow in gaining recogni-
tion, except as a humorist. His writing, especially because
of his views on the institution of monarchy, disturbed some of the
literary democrats of the Eastern seaboard. His masterpiece, The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, was barred from some public
libraries. In general, too much of the critical writing on Mark
Twain has stressed his failures and his limitations. His views on
feudalism and, more generally, on thirteen centuries of Christian
civilization have been misinterpreted, and he is sometimes pictured
merely as the crass American frontiersman who could not rise to the
level of appreciating the glories of European culture. It has been
remarked that he might have corrected some of this gaucherie had
he only known Henry Adams.1
While it is true that he was unhistorical in his approach to Euro-
pean culture, it none the less remains that many of his critics have
been equally unhistorical. And, at the very least, there was in Twain
a healthy sense of democratic feelings: a hatred of oppression and
injustice, a deep-seated conviction that men were more important
than the rags and cloth of the past, than the trumpery, the show, the
colour, the glitter attached to outmoded historic institutions. His
attacks on romanticism were literary necessities. In order to gain
acceptance for what he wanted to write, he had to attack the un-
healthy influence that this tradition exerted in America. As Bernard
De Voto has demonstrated in detail in Mark Twain's America,
Twain's source of inspiration was the frontier. He is the literary
summation of pioneer America. And in The Adventures of Huckle-
1 Of the best known writers who misunderstand Mark Twain I would mention
particularly Lewis Mumford (in The Golden Day) and Van Wyck Brooks. And it
is surprising, to say the least, that Parrington lamented the fact that Twain did not
know Henry Adams.
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